TO SOUTH AFRICA

through the streets in a carriage drawn by four black
horses ; how the people threw flowers into the carriage;
how the night was given to a banquet, to fireworks and
a torchlight procession; how Senor Basualdo lent the
Prince his house in Buenos Aires ; how the Prince and
the President sailed in a yacht to Avallaneda; how
almost every path the Prince took was strewn with
flowers; how almost every occasion was accompanied
by the songs of children; how a choir of fifty thousand
boys and girls had been coached to sing "God Bless the
Prince of Wales" in English. We can relate all this and
then perhaps will be in a mind to ask if these could
possibly be the preliminary flourishes to a business deal.
The question is reasonable. The answer is that each
race has its own peculiar way of doing business. This
was the Argentine* s way. The more realistic aspects of
the tour included many an inspection of the processes
involved in the chilled-meat industry, from the farming
of the cattle to the slaughtering and the meat-dressing.

Everywhere the mingling of business and pleasure
was made a fine art. During his visit to Liebig's Stud
Farm the Prince was entertained by cowboys to an
open-air lunch of freshly killed mutton and fresh fruit
which was accompanied by music from a guitar-band.
Whatever the Prince's views on "music at meals" may
ordinarily have been, he was delighted by this particular
band and at the end shook hands with each of its
members. That was a day in the saddle. He rode round
the great farm, saw a performance in which a stampede
and a round-up were staged, and as finale watched the
gladiatorial display of a rodeo.

The Argentine mission was watched by some sec-
tions of the British Press in a fault-finding mood. Every
significant incident was closely reported, not to mention
many insignificant ones. Gradually the fact emerged
that the Prince was making a thoroughly good job of
it. Adverse critics might still adhere to their general
principles but found their case considerably weakened
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